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Swimmy was a little fish in the big ocean. When a big fish came along and swallowed up his friends, he was alone and afraid. He was swimming along enjoying the marvels of his undersea world when he came upon another school of fish just like him. Swimmy had to find a way to protect himself and his new friends.

Everyone loves Willy the wind-up mouse, while Alexander the real mouse is chased away with brooms and mousetraps. Wouldn't it be wonderful to be loved and cuddled, thinks Alexander, and he wishes he could be a wind-up mouse too. In this gentle fable about a real mouse and a mechanical mouse, Leo Lionni explores the magic of friendship.

Cornelius is a young crocodile who had an irresistible outlook on life.  Unlike other crocodiles who crawl out of their eggs, Cornelius walked out upright. Cornelius can see things no other crocodile has ever seen before.  He learns how to stand on his head and hang from his tail.   He can see fish from above and see far beyond the bushes.  His friends reject him because they are jealous, and they respond to his pride with an indifferent "so what".  Later in the story, the other crocodiles try hard to learn the special talents that Cornelius had shared with them.  

Tillie is confined to a meadow behind a long, high wall. Although there is companionship and plenty to eat, Tillie longs to discover the unknown world beyond the wall. It takes all of Tillie's determination and resourcefulness to overcome the complacency of her companions and eventually to find a way to the other side of the wall. Tillie, who is the youngest mouse in the group, shows strength and leadership.

